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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0178 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ET 

SUBJ: HOUSE SEARCHES SUSPENDED IN ADDIS 

REF: A. 76 ADDIS ABABA 11935, B. 76 ADDIS ABABA 11707 

1 . JAN 12 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED PROVISIONAL MILITARY 
GOVT (EPMG) ANNOUNCEMENT THAT SEARCH FOR FIREARMS IN 
ADDIS ABABA HAS BEEN TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED. EPMG SPOKESMAN 
SAID GOVT WOULD INFORM PUBLIC IN ADVANCE IF AND WHEN HOUSE- 
TO-HOUSE SEARCHES IN ADDIS RENEWED. SPOKESMAN ADVISED PUBLIC TO 
BE ALERT AGAINST ANTI-REVOLUTIONARIES WHO MAY BE LOOTERS 
POSING AS MEN-IN-UNIFORM. 

2. SUSPENSION OF HOUSE SEARCH APPEARS RESULT OF SEVERAL FACTORS: 

A) INCREASED ALIENATION OF ADDIS CITIZENRY CAUSED BY SEARCHES; 

B) POSSIBLE CHANGE IN TACTICS BY REORGANIZED PMAC; 

C) LACK OF SUBSTANTIAL SUCCESS; AND POSSIBLLY, 

D) PRESSURE BY OAU MEMBERS AND DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY. 
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INDISCRIMINATE AND UNSOPHISTICATED NATURE OF SEARCHES HAS DIS- 
TURBED MANY ADDIS RESIDENTS. REPORTS OF THEFTS BY 
SEARCHERS, ROUGH TREATMENT OF SOME PERSONS (INCLUDING 
PMAC SUPPORTERS), AND INCREASE IN GENERAL BANDITRY RE- 
SULTING FROM CONFUSION OVER SEARCHERS' IDENTITY HAVE RE- 
PORTEDLY CAUSED DISSATISFACTION AMONG VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF 
ADDIS POPULACE. 
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3. REORGANIZATION OF PMAC HAS LED TO GUARDED RUMORS OF MO- 
DERATION IN TACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION OF ONGOING ETHIOPIAN 
REVOLUTION. DELIMINATION OF PMAC MEMBER'S POWERS AND RE- 
ALIGNMENT OF PMAC RESPONSIBILITIES HAS LED TO PERCEPTION BY 
SOME THAT PMAC MORE CONFIDENT AND THUS PREPARED TO TAKE MORE 
MODERATE STANCE ON SECURITY MATTERS SUCH AS HOUSE SEARCHES. 

4. MOST PROBABLE REASON FOR SUSPENSION IS FAILURE OF SEARCH 
PROGRAM. RELIABLE SOURCES REPORT WHILE MANY WEAPONS CONFI 
SCATED DURING SEARCHES, MAIOR OBJECTIVE -TO CAPTURE DISSIDENT 
LITERATURE, PRINTING MACHINES, AND PERSONS ON WANTED LIST UN- 
SUCCESSFUL. CONTINUED PUBLICATION OF UNDERGROUND LITERATURE 

IN ADDIS DESPITE CONCERTED EPMG EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE SOURCES MAY 
HAVE CONVINCED EPMG THAT NEGATIVE REPERCUSSIONS OUTWEIGHED 
DIMINISHING RETURNS OF CONTINUED SEARCHES. 

5. FINALLY, THERE SOME SPECULATION SEARCH OF SUDANESE 
DIPLOMATIC RESIDENCES, WHICH LED TO HIGH LEVEL DEMARCHE BY 
DEAN OF ADDIS DIPLOMATIC CORPS, MAY HAVE BEEN FACTOR IN SUS- 
PENSION. GENERALIZED GRUMBLINGS AND COMPLAINTS BY OAU MEMBERS 
WITH CALLS TO RELOCATE OAU HEADQUARTERS PLUS GENERAL DIS- 
CONTENT WITHIN CORPS OVER DETERIORATION OF AMENETIES 
ENJOYED UNDER FORMER REGIME, MAY HAVE PLAYED ROLE IN 

ENDING SEARCHES . HOWEVER, HEAD OF AFRICAN DIVISION, 

MOFA TOLD EMBOFFS ONLY LAST WEEK THAT WHILE MOFA 
CONCERNED ABOUT SEARCHES OF DIPLOMATIC RESIDENCES, ITS CONCERN 
NOT SHARED BY REST OF EPMG. 
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6. EMBASSY BELIEVES SELECTIVE SEARCHES OF SUSPECTED ANTI- 
GOVT HOMES LIKELY TO CONTINUE AS IN PAST. PRESS 

REPORT NOTES TEMPORARY NATURE OF SUSPENSION OF SEARCHES, 

AND EMBASSYUNWILLING SPECULATE WHEN OR IF SUCH SEARCHES 
MAY BE RESUMED. 

TIENKEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SMALL ARMS, COUNTERINSURGENCY, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ADDIS00178 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770011-1244 

Format: TEL 

From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 61 /aaaacavk.tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 03042fdb-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 ADDIS ABABA 1 1 935, 76 ADDIS ABABA 1 1 707 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 -Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3621013 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HOUSE SEARCHES SUSPENDED IN ADDIS 
TAGS: PINS, ET 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/03042fdb-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



